
W ATER VESSEL SAFETY PROGRAM

LOSS PREVENTION UNIT
OFFICE OF RISK MANAGEMENT
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Revised January 1, 2000



Contents
W ATER VESSEL SAFETY

      
Page

Introduction                                                                     1

Program  Goal                                                                   1

Com ponents of Louis iana's  W ater Ves s el Safety Program       1

Re spons ibility for Safety                                                     3

Accident Reporting                                                           4

Procedure s  for Enrolling Ope rators                                       8

For Additional Inform ation                                                 8

De scription of Appendix                                                    8

D efinitions                                                                       9

Ack now ledgem ent of Re spons ibility                                 16

Ve h icle Auth orization/Operator H istory Form 17



Revised January 1, 2000 Water Vessel Page 1

W ATER VESSEL SAFETY PROGRAM

Introduction

Becaus e  of th e  h igh  cost of insurance  purch as ed from  private  com panie s ,
th e  State  of Louis iana th rough  th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt devis ed a s elf-
insurance  program  for its  w ate r ve s s els.  W ate r Ve s s el safe ty is  des igne d to
re duce  th e  num be r and s eve rity of accide nts  and th e re by m inim ize  th e  financial
im pact on state  gove rnm ent, w h ile  providing th e  safe st poss ible  w ork
e nvironm ent for m arine  orie nte d e m ploye e s .

Th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt Loss  Prevention Unit h as develope d a
com pre h e ns ive  Loss  Prevention Program  as  re q uire d by R.S. 39 :1543.1C for
state w ide  im plem entation.  Th e  W ate r Ve s s el Safety Program  is  part of th e
ove rall program .  Its  purpos e  is  to addre s s  safe ty, control us e  of ve s s els, re duce
th e  State 's  exposure , re duce  th e  los s  expe ns e s , ach ieve  accountability, and
m e e t th e  re q uire m e nts  of R.S. 39 :1543.1F.

Th e  follow ing m ate rials are  include d as  an aid to as s ist adm inistrators ,
supe rvisors , loss  prevention coordinators , and age ncy or unit safe ty office rs  in
m anaging and im plem enting safe ty ve s s el ope ration by state  e m ploye e s . 
D efinitions  and form s  are  include d and de scribe d in th e  appendix.

Program  Goal

Th e  State  of Louis iana is  com m itte d to a continuing, aggre s s ive  program  of
W ate r Ve s s el safe ty at all levels of state  gove rnm ent.  W ate r Ve s s el safe ty is
inte nde d to incre as e  safe ty aw are ne s s  am ong ope rators  and cre w s  of state
ve s s els, to m inim ize  th e  State 's  exposure  to liability and financial los s e s , and to
develop agency accountability for safe  ve s s el ope ration.

Com ponents  of Louis iana's  W VO  Safe ty Program

Agency Safe ty Policie s  and Proce dure s : Each  age ncy ow ning/ope rating a
ve s s el is  re spons ible  for im plem enting a safe  W ate r Ve s s el program .  Th is
program  s h all include  rule s  conce rning w h o s h ould be  pe rm itte d to ope rate
ve s s els unde r th e  age ncy's  control.  Policie s  m ust outline  th e  role s  and
re spons ibilitie s  of m anage rs , supe rvisors , and e m ploye e s  in W ate r Ve s s el safe ty.
 Th e s e  policie s  s h ould be  is sue d to all W ate r Ve s s el's  and form  th e  bas is  for
agency's  W ate r Ve s s el Safety Program .  Only e m ploye e s  auth orize d by th e
age ncy h e ad or de s igne e  s h ould ope rate  ve s s els for age ncy bus ine s s .  Th e  Los s
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Prevention Unit w ill provide  guidance  and dire ction to age ncie s  in th e
developm ent of e ffe ctive  W ate r Ve s s el safe ty policie s .

It is  th e  age ncy's  re spons ibility to de s ignate  w h ich  e m ploye e s  are
auth orize d to ope rate  ve s s els on state  bus ine s s .  Th e  auth orization proce s s  s h all
include  a revie w  of th e  e m ploye e 's  or prospe ctive  e m ploye e 's  w ate r ve s s el
ope rating re cord.  Th e  age ncy sh ould also de te rm ine  w h e n ope rator
re spons ibility m ust be  tak e n aw ay from  an e m ploye e  be caus e  of re ck le s s
ope ration of a ve s s el or boating violations .  Only individuals pos s e s s ing a curre nt
auth orization m ay be  auth orize d by an age ncy to ope rate  a w ate r ve s s el on state
bus ine s s .  H igh  ris k  ope rators  s h ould not be  auth orize d to ope rate  ve s s els.  H igh
ris k  ope rators  are  th os e  individuals h aving one  or m ore  convictions , guilty pleas ,
and/or nolo contende re  pleas  for ve s s el violations  or individuals h aving a s ingle
conviction, guilty, plea, or nolo contende re  plea for ope rating a ve s s el w h ile
intoxicate d, carele s s  ope ration, re ck le s s  ope ration, ne glige nt h om icide ,
inte rfe re nce  w ith  navigation or s im ilar violation including any civil cas e  for w h ich
ne glige nce  h as  been proven w ith in a one -ye ar pe riod.

All ope rators  of state  ve s s els m ust attend a Louis iana Bette r Boating
cours e  at least once  eve ry th re e  ye ars . Ope rators  w h o h ave  violations  or
ne glige nce  on th e ir boating re cords  s h ould be  re q uire d to re tak e  th e  Be tte r
Boating cours e  w ith in a 12-m onth  pe riod.  All active  U.S. Coast Guard Lice ns ed
Captains , ope rators , and pilots s h ould attend a bas ic m arine  safe ty sem inar
eve ry five  ye ars .

Com m unication/Organization:  Th e  Loss  Prevention Unit w ill w ork  w ith
age ncie s  in s etting up th e  program  w ith in th e  age ncy and in training instructors
w h o m ay te ach  th e  Louis iana Bette r Boating cours e  for age ncy pe rsonnel.  Th e
Unit w ill also as s ist age ncie s  in ide ntifying pos itions  and individuals w h o can
ass ist in th e  W ate r Ve s s el safe ty program .  Th e  form ation of safe ty com m itte e s
w ill be  e ncourage d to com m unicate  th e  ne e d for safe  boating.  Th e  com m itte e s
m ay also as s ist in th e  revie w  and im plem entation of th e  age ncy's  W ate r Ve s s el
program .

Training:  Th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt Loss  Prevention Unit w ill ass ist
e ach  age ncy in im plem enting W ate r Ve s s el safe ty training program s  th at addre s s
th e  ne e ds  of th e  age ncy.  "Train th e  traine r" cours e s  are  h eld pe riodically around
th e  state  for all agencie s  or upon re q ue st by an age ncy or age ncie s  fre e  of
ch arge .  Age ncie s  m ust de s ignate  e m ploye e s  w h o w ill be  re q uire d to tak e  th e
W ate r Ve s s el training cours e .  Th e  cours e  s h all be  taugh t by th e  age ncy ce rtifie d
instructors .  Th e  Boating Law  Adm inistrator th rough  th e  D e partm ent of W ildlife
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and Fis h e rie s  in conjunction w ith  th e  Loss  Prevention Se ction of th e  Office  of
Ris k  M anagem e nt s h all control th e  instructor de s ignations  for th is  program .  Th e
Unit w ill ass ist age ncie s  in ide ntifying training aids  and re source s  th at can be
us ed for W ate r Ve s s el safe ty.

Accide nt Analysis :  Th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt, Claim s Unit w ill
inve stigate  and arbitrate  claim s  against th e  insure d inte re st of th e  age ncy.  Th e
Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt, Loss  Prevention Unit w ill ass ist th e  age ncy in
accide nt analysis  and in e stablis h ing preventive  proce dure s .

Safety Audits  and Re cordk e e ping:  Th e  Loss  Prevention Unit w ill ass ist
agencie s  in revie w ing and analyzing th e  W ate r Ve s s el policie s  and proce dure s  to
de te rm ine  if th e  age ncy's  program  is  prope rly de s igne d to h ave  th e  inte nde d
im pact.  Data conce rning th e  type , fre q ue ncy, and am ount of claim s  w ill be
provide d to th e  age ncy.  By providing th is data, th e  Unit as s ists  th e  age ncie s  in
ide ntifying w h e re  los s e s  are  occurring and h ow  th e  los s e s  can be  re duce d or
elim inate d.

Th e  cost of insurance  cove rage  as s e s s ed to e ach  age ncy's budget is
de te rm ine d by cons ide ring th re e  factors :  1) age ncy's  exposure  to ris k , 2)
fre q ue ncy and s eve rity of claim s , and 3) im plem entation of a W ate r Ve s s el
safety program .

Re spons ibility for Safe ty

Th e  Loss  Prevention Unit w ill ass ist age ncie s  in organizing, dire cting,
im plem enting, and controlling a W ate r Ve s s el safe ty program  th at m inim ize s  th e
adve rs e  im pact of w ate r ve s s el accide nts .  Th e  Boating Law  Adm inistrator
th rough  th e  D e partm ent of W ildlife  and Fis h e rie s  in conjunction w ith  th e  Los s
Prevention Unit of th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt s h all control th e  instructor
de s ignations  for th is  program .

D epartm ent and age ncy h e ads  are  re spons ible  for im plem entation of th e
W ate r Ve s s el safe ty program  and m ust stre s s  th e  im portance  of th e
de partm ent's  W ate r Ve s s el safe ty program  to all em ploye e s .  D epartm ent h e ads
or th e ir de s igne e s  are  re spons ible  for revie w ing ope rator re cords  and ide ntifying
e m ploye e s  w h o w ill be  auth orize d to ope rate  state  ve s s els.  Th e y are  also
re spons ible  for conducting annual revie w s  of all W ate r Ve s s els to de te rm ine
w h e th e r th e y sh ould continue  to ope rate  state -ow ne d ve s s els.  It is
re com m ende d th at D epartm ent h e ads  appoint th e  transportation coordinator to
overs e e  th is  program .  Th is  appointm ent w ill e nsure  coordination be tw e e n th e
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Drive r Safety Program , th e  Fle e t Managem e nt Program , and th e  W ate r Ve s s el
Safety Program .  Th e y w ill e nsure  th at state  e m ploye e s  w h o are  s e am an m e e t
th e  re q uire m e nts  of all fe de ral and state  statute s  and/or re gulations .  D epartm ent
transportation coordinators  plan, organize , dire ct, and control th e  W ate r Ve s s el
safety program  for th e  age ncy.  Th e s e  coordinators  ensure  th at policie s  and
proce dure s  are  e s tablis h e d, th at training cours e s  are  conducte d, th at W ate r
Ve s s el re cords  are  m aintaine d, and th at re ports  re flecting th e  im pact of th e
program  are  provide d to th e  de partm ent h e ad and supe rvisors .

Th e  de partm ents  s h ould m ak e  tim e  available  for e ach  authorize d e m ploye e
to attend th e  Louis iana Bette r Boating Cours e .  A start-up pe riod of tw elve
m onth s  h as  been de fine d to allow  training of e m ploye e s  at tim e s  w ith  least
im pact on th e  age ncy's  ope ration.  Supe rvisors  are  re spons ible  for s e e ing th at all
ves s els and its  appurtenance s  provide d to th e s e  e m ploye e s  are  re asonably fit for
th e ir inte nde d purpos e .  Th e y m ust e nsure  th at all w ate r ve s s el policie s  and
proce dure s  are  follow e d and th at re ports  are  subm itte d on a tim ely bas is .

Em ploye e s  w h o are  auth orize d to ope rate  state  ve s s els are  re spons ible  for
th e  safe  ope ration of th os e  ve s s els.  Th e y sh ould re port any unsafe  condition or
accide nt involving th e  state  ve s s els to th e ir supe rvisor.  Em ploye e s  m ust re port
all ve s s el accide nts  and/or citations  re ce ive d.

Accide nt Re porting

1.  A boating/w ate r ve s s el accide nt is define d as  a collis ion, accide nt, or
oth e r casualty involving a state  w ate r ve s s el.  A ve s s el is  cons ide re d to be
involved in a boating accide nt w h e neve r th e  occurre nce  re sults in dam age  by or
to th e  ve s s el or its  e q uipm e nt, in injury or loss  of life  to any pe rson or in th e
disappearance  of any pe rson from  on board unde r circum stance s  th at indicate
th e  pos s ibility of de ath  or injury.  A boating accide nt include s , but is  not lim ite d
to, caps izing, collis ion, founde ring, flooding, fire , e xplos ion and disappearance  of
a ve s s el oth e r th an by th e ft.

2.  All accide nts  s h all be  re porte d to th e  ne xt level of supe rvis ion by th e
ve s s el ope rator h aving th e  accide nt on th e  day of th e  accide nt or as  soon
th e re afte r as  poss ible  on th e  Boating Accide nt Re port.

3.  Failure  of a ve s s el ope rator to re port any accide nt m ay be  caus e  for
disciplinary action.  (Re fe re nce  R. S. 34:851.10, W ildlife  and Fis h e rie s  m ust be
notifie d w ith in 48 h ours  only if de ath  or injury is  involved, or w ith in 5 days if
only prope rty dam age  in e xce s s  of $200.00 is  involved).
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4.  Th e  s upe rvisor of th e  individual h aving th e  accide nt s h all revie w  th e
accide nt re port w ith in tw o w ork ing days of th e  accide nt and ve rify th e  accuracy
of th e  re port.  Incom plete  or inaccurate  re ports  are  unacceptable  and s h all be
re turne d for com pletion or corre cte d inform ation.  Th e  s upe rvisor m ay h ave  to
aid th e  individual in com pleting th e  re port.

5.  In inve stigating com plex accide nts , th e  s upe rvisor s h ould re q ue st
ass istance  from  th e ir age ncy safe ty pe rsonnel or th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt.
 (If as s istance  is  ne e de d, th e  s upe rvisor s h ould s end th e  Boating Accide nt Re port
form  to ORM 's  Claim s  D ivis ion im m e diately.)

6.  Th e  s upe rvisor of th e  individual h aving th e  accide nt w ill, afte r revie w ing
th e  accide nt re port, m ak e  a de te rm ination of w h e th e r th e  accide nt w as
preventable .  Th e  s upe rvisor m ust cons ide r w h at corre ctive  action(s) w h ich  m ay
include :  te m porary suspe ns ion of ope rating privilege s , spe cial training, ph ysical
exam ination, e tc.  Th e  re m ainde r of th e  re port s h ould be  forw arde d to th e
age ncy h e ad, or th e  de s igne e , for com pletion.

7.  Age ncy h e ads , or th e  de s igne e , w ill revie w  th e  Boating Accide nt
Report, th e  Auth orization/H istory Form , and th e  W ate r Ve s s el Record (W VR). 
Th e  ne e d for corre ctive  disciplinary action m ay be  cons ide re d on e ach  accide nt
w h e re  th e re  w as  im prope r us e  of a ve s s el.

8.  Age ncie s  w ill attach  a copy of th e  Boating Accide nt Re port,
Auth orization/Ope rating H istory Form  and W ate r Ve s s el Record.  Forw ard
accide nt re ports  to th e  D e partm ent Transportation Coordinator, w h o w ill revie w
and forw ard to th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt.  Th is  s h ould be  com plete d w ith in
5 w ork ing days.

9 .  Age ncie s  s h ould lend full support and as s istance  to outs ide  adjuste rs ,
private  inve stigators  and oth e r outs ide  contractors  w h o are  acting on be h alf of
Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt Claim s .

10.  An age ncy is  not relieve d of th e  re spons ibility of com pleting an
Em ploye r First Re port of Injury w h e n an e m ploye e  is  injure d or th e  appropriate
re ports  to prope rty/liability claim s  to give  notice  of loss  or potential loss .

For ve s s els ove r 26 fe e t in length :

A. Th e  State  of Louis iana provide s  insurance  for liability and h ull
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dam age .

B. All claim s  involving ve s s els in e xce s s  of 26 fe e t are  to be
re porte d in w riting to th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt
Transportation Unit.  All bodily injury claim s  are  to be  re porte d
by teleph one  to th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt's
Transportation Unit.

C. Claim s  are  to be  subm itte d in w riting to th e  Office  of Ris k
Managem e nt, Box 9 409 5, Baton Rouge , LA   70804-9 09 5.

D . Inform ation re q uire d to be  subm itte d w h e n a claim  is  re porte d
to th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt's  Transportation Unit
include s  th e  follow ing:

(1) com plete  description of ve s s el including h ull ide ntification
and coast guard ce rtificate  num be r.

(2) nam e  of captain or m aste r and pas s enge rs .

(3) e xact location of incide nt.

(4) date  and tim e  of incide nt.

(5) nam e s  and addre s s e s  of th ird partie s  involved if k now n.

(6) de scription of dam age s .

(7) contact pe rsons  w h o can as s ist in inve stigation.

(8) circum stance s  surrounding and/or caus e  of accide nt.

(9 ) a com plete d copy of th e  Louis iana Boating Accide nt
Report.

E. All law suits , de m ands , notice s , sum m ons or oth e r legal
docum ents  pe rtaining to a claim  against a State  age ncy are  to
be  forw arde d im m e diately to th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt's
Transportation Unit for furth e r h andling.



Revised January 1, 2000 Water Vessel Page 7

F. Any obje cts  and/or products th at m ay h ave  caus ed, contribute d
to, or th at are  suspe cte d of caus ing an accide nt are  to be
re taine d and pre s e rved as  evide nce .

G. If a loss  occurs  or a claim  aris e s  th e  age ncy is  not to as sum e
any obligation or incur any e xpe ns e s  w ith out auth ority from  th e
Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt.

H . Any claim  paid by legislative  appropriation is  to be  re porte d to
th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt by Appropriations  Control.

For ve s s els unde r 26 fe e t in length :

A. Th e  State 's  Com pre h e ns ive  Gene ral Liability cove rage  provide s
insurance  for bodily injury and prope rty dam age .

B. All gene ral liability claim s  are  to be  subm itte d in w riting to th e
Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt on an Accord CGL Form .  Accord
CGL Form s  can be  obtaine d from  th e  Office  of Ris k
Managem e nt Claim s Section.

C. Claim s  are  to be  subm itte d in w riting to th e  Office  of Ris k
Managem e nt, Box 9 409 5, Baton Rouge , LA 70804-9 09 5.

D . If a loss  is  s e rious  in nature , it is  to be  re porte d by teleph one  to
th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt for revie w  to de te rm ine  if
cove rage  is  applicable .

E. Claim s  m ade  against a state  age ncy by a th ird party are  to be
subm itte d to th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt for revie w  to
de te rm ine  if cove rage  is  applicable .

F. All law suits , de m ands , notice s , sum m ons, or oth e r legal
docum ents  pe rtaining to a claim  against a state  age ncy are  to
be  forw arde d im m e diately to th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt's
Claim  Office  for furth e r h andling.

G. Any obje cts  and/or products th at m ay h ave  caus ed, contribute d
to, or th at are  suspe cte d of caus ing an accide nt are  to be
re taine d and pre s e rved as  evide nce .
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H . If a loss  occurs  or a claim  aris e s  th e  age ncy is  not to as sum e
any obligation or incur any e xpe ns e s  w ith out auth ority from  th e
Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt.

I. Any claim  paid by legislative  appropriation is  to be  re porte d to
th e  Office  of Ris k  M anagem e nt by Appropriations  Control.

J. A com plete d copy of th e  Louis iana Boating Accide nt Re port,
Auth orization/H istory Form  and W ate r Ve s s el Record w ill be
subm itte d w ith  claim .

Proce dure s  for Enrolling Ope rators

Upon approval by th e ir supe rvisor th e  e m ploye e  fills out th e
Auth orization/H istory form .  Th e  inform ation on th is  form  is  us ed to acq uire  th e
W VO  Record (from  th e  de partm ent of W ildlife  and Fis h e rie s).  Th e
Auth orization/H istory form  and th e  W ate r Ve s s el re port is  th e n subm itte d to th e
Age ncy h e ad or de s igne e  w h o w ill revie w  th e  ope rator re cord and s ign th e
Auth orization/H istory form .  W h e n th e  e m ploye e  is  auth orize d to ope rate  w ate r
ve s s els, h e /s h e  s h ould be  e nrolled in th e  Louis iana Bette r Boating cours e .  A
copy of th e  ce rtificate  of com pletion s h all be  re taine d by th e  e m ploye e  w ith  a
copy h eld in th e ir pe rsonnel de partm ent re cords .  In addition to th e  ce rtificate  of
Louis iana Bette r Boating cours e , an e m ploye e  m ust s ign and file  an
Ack now ledgm ent of Re spons ibility form  to be  h eld in th e ir pe rsonnel re cords
provide d by th e  D e partm ent of W ildlife  and Fis h e rie s .  (Se e  copie s  of th e s e
form s  in th e  appendix.)

For Additional Inform ation

For additional inform ation call th e  Loss  Prevention Unit at
(225) 342-8415.

De scription of Appe ndix

D efinitions :  To prom ote  clear com m unication, fre q ue ntly us ed te rm s  in
W ate r Ve s s el safe ty are  de fine d.

Auth orization/Ope rating H istory Form :  Th is  form  is  m aintaine d by th e
age ncy on e ach  e m ploye e  w h o ope rate s  a ve s s el on a re gular bas is .  Th e  form
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s h ow s  w h e n an e m ploye e  w as  auth orize d, th e  type  of ve s s el th e  e m ploye e  m ay
us e , and inform ation on th e  ve s s el ope rator's  re cord.

Auth orization for Louis iana State  W ate r Ve s s el Safe ty Program :  Th is  form
is  com plete d on e ach  public e m ploye e  w h o ope rate s  a w ate r ve s s el on a re gular
bas is .  Th e  age ncy h e ad m ay auth orize  a de s igne e  to revie w  ve s s el ope rator
re cords  and s ign th is  form  form ally auth orizing th e  e m ploye e  to ope rate  a w ate r
ve s s el on a re gular bas is .  A copy is  provide d to th e  e m ploye e  and is  m aintaine d
w ith  th e  auth orization/ope rator h istory form .

Boating Accide nt Form :  Th is  form  is  com plete d on an accide nt involving a
state  ve s s el.  It is  critical th at e m ploye e s  and supe rvisors  unde rstand th e ir role s
in re porting accide nts  and accurately de scribe  w h at occurre d in a boating
accide nt.

1. D epartm e nt H e ad - Th e  h igh e st auth ority w ith in th e  20 branch e s  of
State  Governm ent.

2. Agency H e ad - Th e  h igh e st auth ority w ith in a subs idiary of a
de partm ent.

3. De s igne e  - Individual(s) spe cifically de s ignate d by th e  de partm ent
h e ad to auth orize  e m ploye e s  to ope rate  a State  ve s s el.

4. W ate r Ve s s el Re cord (W VR) - Re cord m aintaine d by th e  D e partm ent
of W ildlife  and Fis h e rie s  (Enforcem e nt D ivis ion) on e ach  ope rator in
th e  State  of Louis iana containing h istory of boat violations  and
accide nts .

5. State  Ve s s el - Any w ate r ve s s el ow ne d, leas ed and/or re nte d by th e
State  of Louis iana.  It also include s  any privately ow ne d ve s s els us ed
in th e  cours e  and scope  of e m ploym ent.  Privately ow ne d ve s s els
prope rly lice ns ed and ce rtifie d, and prope rly insure d, and w h e re  pre -
auth orization to us e  th e  spe cific ve s s el e xists .  Th e  only e xce ption to
be  w h e n a private  ve s s el is  com m ande e re d in e m e rge ncy situations .

6. H igh  Ris k  O pe rator - Individuals h aving th re e  or m ore  convictions ,
guilty pleas  and/or nolo contende re  pleas  for ve s s el violations  or
individuals h aving a s ingle  conviction, guilty plea or nolo contende re
plea for ope rating a ve s s el w h ile  intoxicate d, h it and run ope ration,
ve s s el ne glige nt injury, re ck le s s  ope ration of a ve s s el or s im ilar
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violation, w ith in a one  ye ar pe riod.

7. Transportation Coordinator - Individual appointe d by th e  de partm ent
as  re q uire d by Title  34.

8. Regular Ope rator - Individual w h os e  norm al job duty re q uire s  h im /h e r
to ope rate  a w ate r ve s s el on a fre q ue nt bas is  (such  as  once  a w e e k ).

9 . An Occas ional Ope rator - An individual w h os e  norm al job duty doe s
not re q uire  h im /h e r to ope rate  a ve s s el in th e  cours e  and scope  of
h is/h e r e m ploym ent.  (May ope rate  a ve s s el only on an infre q ue nt
bas is).

10. Non-Ope rator - An individual w h os e  norm al job duty doe s  not re q uire
h im /h e r to ope rate  a w ate r ve s s el in th e  cours e  and scope  of h is/h e r
e m ploym ent and doe s  not norm ally ope rate  one  even in an irre gular
or infre q ue nt bas is .  (May ope rate  a ve s s el in an e m e rge ncy
s ituation.)

11. Associate d Eq uipm e nt - Any syste m , part or com ponent of a boat as
originally m anufacture d or any sim ilar part or com ponent
m anufacture d or sold for re placem e nt, re pair or im provem ent of such
syste m , part or com ponent; any acce s sory or e q uipm e nt for, or
appurtenance  to, a boat; any m arine  safe ty article , acce s sory, or
e q uipm e nt inte nde d for us e  by a pe rson on board a boat e xcluding
radio e q uipm e nt.

12. Boating Accide nt - A collis ion, accide nt, or oth e r casualty involving
an undocum ente d ve s s el.  A ve s s el is  cons ide re d to be  involved in a
boating accide nt w h e neve r th e  occurre nce  re sults in dam age  by or to
th e  ve s s el or its  e q uipm e nt, in injury or loss  of life  to any pe rson, or
in th e  disappearance  of any pe rson from  on board unde r
circum stance s  th at indicate  th e  pos s ibility of de ath  or injury.  A
boating accide nt include s , but is  not lim ite d to, caps izing, collis ion,
founde ring, flooding, fire , e xplos ion and th e  disappearance  of a
ve s s el oth e r th an by th e ft.

13. Certificate  of Num be r - Th e  re gistration for boats  in th e  State  w h e re
th e  boat is  principally us ed, s im ilar to th e  re gistration of autom obile s .

14. Civil Offe ns e  - An illegal action for w h ich  th e  statute  doe s  not
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de clare  im prisonm ent and doe s  not spe cifically dire ct arre st or
spe cifically indicate  th at th e  violation is  a crim e .

15. Class e s  of Motorboats :

Class A - Le s s  th an 16 fe e t in length
Class  1 - 16 fe e t to le s s  th an 26 fe e t in length
Class  2 - 26 fe e t to le s s  th an 40 fe e t in length
Class  3 - 40 fe e t to m ore  th an 65 fe e t in length

16. Coastal Navigable  W ate rs  - As used in th e  O il Pollution Act, include s
th e  te rritorial w ate rs , h arbors , bays and rive rs , as  far as  th e y are
affecte d by th e  tide s .

17. Collis ion w ith  Ve s s el - Any strik ing togeth e r of tw o or m ore  ve s s els,
re gardles s  of ope ration at th e  tim e  of th e  accide nt.  Th is  also
include s  colliding w ith  tow  of oth e r ve s s el, re gardles s  of th e  nature
of th e  tow , i.e ., surfboard, s k i rope s , s k ie r, e tc.

18. Docum e nte d Ve s s el - (46 CFR.67.01) A ve s s el for w h ich  a valid
Ce rtificate  of Docum entation is  outstanding.  To be  docum ente d, a
U.S. Yach t m ust m e asure  5 ne t tons  or ove r.

19 . Docum e nts  - A re gistry (Ce rtificate  of Re gistry), a coastw is e  lice ns e ,
a Gre at Lak e s  lice ns e , fis h e ry lice ns e , or pleasure  lice ns e .

20. Eligible  State  - A State  th at h as  a State  boating safe ty program  th at
h as been accepte d by th e  Se cre tary of th e  D e partm ent in w h ich  th e
Coast Guard is  ope rating.

21. Gross  Ne glige nt Ope ration - Extre m e  form s  of ne glige nce; an abs ence
of all care .

22. H ot Pursuit - An e xpre s s ion of th e  righ t of a law  e nforcem e nt ve s s el
or official to pursue  from  an are a in w h ich  jurisdiction e xists  to an
are a w h e re in it w ould not oth e rw is e  e xist.

23. Inland W ate rs  - Th e  dividing line  be tw e e n inland and inte rnational
w ate rs  as  e stablis h e d by th e  Com m andant (Coast Guard).  It is  us ed
only for th e  purpos e  of th e  Rule s  of th e  Road, and e nforcem e nt of
th e  inland rule s  of th e  road.  It h as  no connection w ith  th e  te rritorial
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w ate rs , h igh  s eas , or oth e r te rm s denoting ge ne ral jurisdiction or law
enforcem e nt e xce pt as  it applie s  to law s relating to th e  navigation of
ve s s els.

24. Motorboat - Any ve s s el 65 fe e t in length  or le s s , w h ich  is  propelled
by m ach ine ry, including ste am , e xce pt for tug boats  and tow  boats .

25. Motorboat Ope rator Lice ns e  - A lice ns e  to ope rate  m otorboats, or
uninspe cte d ve s s els of 15 gross  tons  or le s s  propelled by m ach ine ry
oth e r th an ste am , w h ile  carrying s ix or le s s  pas s enge rs  for h ire .

26. Motor Ve s s el - Any ve s s el m ore  th an 65 fe e t in length , w h ich  is
propelled by m ach ine ry oth e r th an ste am .

27. Navigable  W ate rs  - W ate rs  w h ich  are  in fact, navigable  and w h ich  by
th e m s elve s , or th e ir connection w ith  oth e r w ate rs , form  a continuous
ch annel for com m e rce  w ith  fore ign countrie s  or am ong th e  state s .  In
ge ne ral, th is  te rm  can be  applie d to w ate rs  th at h ave  be e n navigable
in th e  past, even th ough  not navigable  in fact at th e  pre s e nt tim e .

28. Neglige nt Ope ration - Th e  failure  to e xe rcis e  th at de gre e  of care
ne ce s sary unde r th e  circum stance s  to prevent th e  e ndange ring of
life , lim b or prope rty of any pe rson.

29 . Open Boat - Th os e  m otorboats or m otor ve s s els w ith  all engine s  and
fuel tank  com partm ents  (and oth e r space s  to w h ich  e xplos ive
flam m able  gas e s  and vapors  from  th e s e  com partm ents  m ay flow )
open to th e  atm osph e re  and so arrange d to prevent th e  e ntrapm ent
of such  gas e s  and vapors  w ith in th e  ve s s el.

30. Pas s enge r - Any pe rson oth e r th an th e  m aste r and m e m be rs  of th e
cre w  or oth e r pe rsons  em ploye d or e ngage d in any capacity on board
a ve s s el in th e  bus ine s s  of th at ve s s el.

31. Pas s enge r Carrying Ve s s el - Any ve s s el th at carrie s  m ore  th an s ix
pas s enge rs , and w h ich  is  propelled in w h ole  or in part by any form  of
m ech anical or electrical pow e r and is  of fifte e n to one  h undre d gros s
tons .

32. Personal Flotation D evice  (PFD's) - Coast Guard approved life
pre s e rve rs , buoyant ve sts , ring buoys , spe cial purpos e  w ate r safe ty
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buoyant device s , or buoyant cus h ions  in good and s e rvice able
condition.

33. State  of Principal Us e  - Th e  state  in w h ich  a boat is  in us e .  A
m otorboat is  cons ide re d in us e  w h e n it is  w ate rborne , w h e th e r
m oore d or unde rw ay.  Th e re fore , in cons ide ring a boat m oore d in
State X for 5 days of e ach  w e e k  and th e n ope rate d on th e  w ate rs  of
State Y on w e e k e nds , State X w ould be  th e  State  of principle  us e .

34. State  W ate rs  - Th os e  w ate rs  confine d e ntirely w ith in a s ingle  state
and w h ich  do not form  a continuous  ch annel for com m e rce  w ith
w h ich  Congre s s  or th e  fe de ral courts  h ave  spe cifically de clare d to be
non-navigable  w ate rs  of th e  U.S.

35. Territorial Se as  - All w ate rs  exte nding th re e  m ile s  from  th e  low e st
tide .  W h e re  bays and e stuarie s  are  involved, th e n unde r th e  principle
of inte rnational law , th e  nation e xe rcis e s  dom inion ove r th e  s e as  not
only w ith in th e  th re e  m ile  lim it from  its  s h ore s , but also be tw e e n
h e adlands and th re e  m ile s  outs ide  of a line  draw n tangent to th e
h e adlands.

36. Territorial W ate rs  - Te rritorial s eas  and w ate rs  landw ard of th e
bas eline  from  w h ich  te rritorial s eas  are  m e asure d.

37. Undocum e nte d Ve s s el - Any ve s s el w h ich  is  not re q uire d to h ave  and
doe s  not h ave  a valid m arine  docum ent.

38. Us e  - To ope rate , navigate  or e m ploy.

39 . Ves s el - Eve ry de scription of w ate rcraft, oth e r th an a s eaplane  on th e
w ate r, us ed or capable  of be ing us ed as  a m e ans  of transportation.

40. Caps izing - W h e n a ve s s el ove rturns  and th e  bottom  be com e s
uppe rm ost, e xce pt in th e  cas e  of a sailboat.  If a sailboat ove rturns , it
w ill norm ally lay on its  s ide .  (A spilling out of pe rsons , e xce pt in th e
cas e  of a sailboat, w ith out com pletely ove rturning th e  boat is
class ifie d as  "falls ove rboard.")

41 Collis ion w ith  Fixe d O bje ct - Th e  strik ing of any fixe d obje ct, above
or below  th e  s urface  of th e  w ate r bottom .  (Th e  strik ing of rock s ,
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re e fs , s h oals, e tc., on th e  bottom  is  a grounding.)

42. Flooding - Filling w ith  w ate r, re gardles s  of m e th od of ingre s s , but
re taining sufficie nt buoyancy to re m ain upon th e  s urface .

43. Grounding - A ve s s el running aground, strik ing or pounding upon
rock s , re e fs , s h oals, or th e  bottom .

44. Sink ing - Loss  of e nough  buoyancy for a ve s s el to s ettle  below  th e
surface  of th e  w ate r.

45. Vis ible  - Vis ible  on a dark  nigh t w ith  a clear atm osph e re  (in re fe re nce
to Navigation Rule s).

46. W arrant - A legal docum ent is sue d by a fe de ral judge  or m agistrate
th at com m ands  a law  e nforcem e nt official to tak e  into custody th e
pe rson nam e d in th e  w arrant.

47. "W ate r of th e  State" - Any w ate rs  w ith in th e  te rritorial lim its  of th e
State  of Louis iana and th e  m arginal s ea adjacent to th e  state  and th e
h igh  s eas  w h e n navigate d as  part of a journe y or ride  to or from  th e
s h ore  of th is  state .

48. Carele s s  Ope ration - Ope ration of any w ate rcraft in a carele s s  or
h e e dle s s  m anne r so as  to be  grossly indiffe re nt to th e  pe rson or
prope rty of oth e r pe rsons  or at a rate  of spe e d gre ate r th an w ill
pe rm it e xe rcis e  of re asonable  care  to bring th e  w ate rcraft to a stop
w ith in th e  as sure d clear distance  ah e ad.

49 . Reck le s s  Ope ration - Ope ration of any w ate rcraft in such  a m anne r
as  to e ndange r th e  life  or lim b or dam age  th e  prope rty of any pe rson.

50. Neglige nt H om icide  - Ope ration of any w ate rcraft at an inm ode rate
rate  of spe e d or in a carele s s  or ne glige nt m anne r caus ing th e  de ath
of anoth e r.

51. Inte rfe re nce  w ith  Navigation - Ope ration of any w ate r craft th at
unre asonably or unnece s sarily inte rfe re s  w ith  oth e r w ate rcraft or
w ith  th e  fre e  and prope r navigation of th e  w ate rw ays of th is  state .

52. Intoxication - Ope ration of any m otorboat or ve s s el or w ate r s k is ,
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surfboard or s im ilar device  unde r th e  influence  of alcoh ol, narcotics ,
drugs , barbiturate s  or m arijuana.  It s h all be  unlaw ful for th e  ow ne r of
any w ate rcraft or any pe rson h aving such  in ch arge  or control to
auth orize  or k now ingly pe rm it th e  sam e  to be  ope rate d by any pe rson
w h o is  intoxicate d or oth e rw is e  im paire d.

53. Seam an - M e m be rs  of th e  cre w  of any ve s s el w h o m e e t th e
follow ing crite ria:

A. Th e  w ork m an m ust be  as s igne d pe rm anently to a ve s s el.

B. If th e  dutie s  w h ich  h e  pe rform s  contribute  to th e  function
of th e  ve s s el or to th e  accom plis h m e nt of its  m is s ion.

C. Th e  ve s s el m ust be  in navigation.

(1) "In navigation" is define d as  "e ngage d in an
instrum ent of com m e rce  and transportation on
navigable  w ate rs".



Revised January 1, 2000 Water Vessel Page 16

Ack now ledgm e nt of Re spons ibility

 Date : _________________

Th e  Louis iana Bette r Boating Cours e  is  des igne d to furth e r e nh ance  th e
k now ledge  of a ve s s el ope rator.  It is  not de s igne d as  a bas ic s eam ans h ip cours e
and w ill not provide  th e  ne ce s sary h ands -on s k ills ne e de d by th e  novice
ope rator.

Th e  e m ph as is  of th is  cours e  is  safe ty as  it applie s  to e q uipm e nt, navigation,
dutie s , rule s  of th e  road, aboard ve s s els conduct, and h ull de s ign.  Its  prim ary
goal is  to h ave  th e  ve s s el ope rator re alize  and unde rstand th e  re spons ibilitie s  of
ope rator of a m otorboat to all affecte d by th is  ope ration.

Th rough  m y ack now ledgm ent of s ignature , I unde rstand and w ill com ply w ith
th e  safe ty rules  supplie d to m e  th rough  th is  cours e .

___________________________
Student's Signature
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VESSEL A UTH O RIZ A TIO N/O PERA TO R H ISTO RY FO RM

Th e  follow ing inform ation w ill be  re taine d on file  by all Age ncie s  on th e ir O pe rators
 auth oriz e d to ope rate  a State  ve s s e l:

Nam e :_______________________________Em ploye d
by:___________________________________
A ddre s s :_____________________________                          (D e partm e nt, Board, Com m is s ion)
_______________________ Z ip__________    A s s igne d to:___________________________________
SSN:_________________________________                                  (Age ncy, D istrict, O ffice )
O pe rator Lice ns e  No.:________________Job Title :______________________________________
Expiration D ate :_____________________Im m e diate  Supe rvisor's  Nam e :____________________
D ate  of Birth :_______________________                      Ph one :____________________
Is sue  D ate :__________________________Prim ary purpos e  to ope rate  ve s s e ls?  Y e s___No___
Curre nt O pe rator Re cord attach e d:____W ill th is  O pe rator be  auth oriz e d to ope rate  h is
H as  it be e n ve rifie d as  accurate ?____or h e r private ly ow ne d ve s s e l in th e  cours e  and
                                     scope  of e m ploym e nt?  Y e s____No____
*************************************************************************************************
          

TYPE 1 TYPE 2 TYPE 3 TYPE 4 TYPE 5 TYPE 6
TYPES O F
VESSELES:

No m otor,
Pirogue  s k iff
Raff bate au

M otorboat
Clas s

A - 1-2-3
A irboat

Push
Tug

Fe rry
M ars h
Buggy

O th e r

State
Ve s s e ls
A uth oriz e d
to O pe rate :

D ate  Traine d:______________________________ Source  of Training: _______________________

Num be r of days  pe r w e e k  re q uire d to ope rate  a ve s s e l: _______________
Re q uire d to h andle  h azardous  cargo: Y e s____ No____
Traine d to h aul/H andle : Y e s____ No____
*************************************************************************************************

I h ave  re vie w e d th is  individual's ge nuine  ne e d to ope rate  a State  ve s s e l.  In conducting
th is
re vie w  I h ave  cons ide re d h is/h e r ope rating e xpe rie nce , class/type  e q uipm e nt to be
 ope rate d, and a one  y e ar ope rating re cord.  Th e  attach e d O pe rator Re cord h as be e n
 ve rifie d as accurate  and update d as  ne ce s sary.  I auth oriz e  th is  individual to ope rate
th e
 ve s s e ls  liste d above  in accordance  w ith  th e  provis ions  of th is program .  Th is
auth orization
e xpire s  in one  y e ar from  th is date .

          Age ncy H e ad Signature                                               D ate  of A uth orization
(or spe cifically de s ignate d individual)

_______________________________________        ________________________________________
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